Stephen,  Stephanos signifies  a  crown ;    to  obey the
crown, to follow, to serve the crown, is an acceptable
service to God, especially the immarcessible crown,
the crown of glory. Nomen omen; scarce any man hath
a name, but that name is legal and historical to him :
his very name remembers him of some rules, and laws of
his actions ; so his name is legal, and his name remem-
bers him of some good men of the same name ; and so
his name is  historical. Nomina   debita:   in  the  old
formularies of the civil law, if a man left so many names
to his executors, they were so many specialties for debts.
Our names are debts, every man owes the world the
signification of his name, and of all his names ;  every
addition of honour, or of office, lays a new debt, a
new obligation upon him ;   and his first name, his
Christian name above all.   For, when new names are
given to men in the Scriptures, that doth not abolish
or extinguish the old : Jacob was called Jacob after
God had called him Israel ; and Gedeon Gedeon after
he was called Jerubbaal, and Simon when he was
Peter too, was called Simon.  Changes of office and
additions of honour must not extinguish our Christian-
name ; the duties of our Christianity, and our religion
must preponderate and weigh down the duties of all